On the occasion of the 250th anniversary of the birth of Philipp Friedrich Theodor Meckel, the eminent professor of anatomy and surgical obstetrics at the University of Halle, an International Symposium on Anatomy and Anatomic Collections in the eighteenth and early nineteenth century was organized at the same university in 2005 and this book presents the contributions to this symposium.

Philipp Friedrich Theodor (1755--1803), member of the prominent medical Meckel family, contributed not only to the science of anatomy and the theory and practice of surgery and obstetrics, but also to the holdings of the unique private collection, initiated by his father Johann Friedrich Meckel the Elder, which is now known as the Meckelsche Sammlungen or Meckel Collection. It comprises tens of thousands of anatomical specimens often illustrating congenital abnormalities for the purpose of teaching anatomy.

The twenty-six essays in this book are divided into four sections. In an introductory part we learn about Philipp Friedrich Theodor Meckel, and his involvement in the development of the teaching of anatomy in Germany. The editor Josef Neumann then offers his view on the changing development of anatomical science and practice in relation to contemporary ideas about the body. A second part gathers contributions dealing with anatomy and anatomists in the broader context of eighteenth-century German history of medicine. Hubert Steinke, for example, analyses the importance of Albrecht von Haller's famous *Bibliotheca anatomica* from 1774--77 and dwells on the relationship between word and image and the theory and practice of anatomy and physiology in Haller's work.

The major part of the volume is taken up by articles within a third section, relating to various eighteenth-century anatomical collections, the techniques that were used for their preparation, and the way they were presented in different German educational institutions. Most of these contributions present new research and therefore often remain mainly descriptive and invite further historical analysis.

Reinhard Hildebrand's article offers a well argued assessment, within a comparative framework, of various ways the human body was represented by different anatomists as a stylized object. He concentrates on William Hunter's *Anatomy of the human gravid uterus* and its focus on the "realistic" representation of the human body and naturalistic style in anatomy that Hunter favoured, compared with the so-called "homo-perfectus"---championed by earlier anatomists such as Albinus, which intended to show an ideal and invariable norm in anatomy, depicting parts of the body as if alive.

In another noteworthy contribution, Christine Loytved is interested in a collection at the university of Göttingen related to the history of birth and midwifery. This collection holds preparations and specimens used as part of the theoretical training championed in the late eighteenth century in addition to the traditional apprenticeship by male obstetrics teachers. There are also instruments and tools used for the teaching of practical obstetrics in a delivery ward to student midwives. Loytved thus tells us the story of the making of midwifery as an *Entbindungswissenschaft* or science of childbirth: the development of midwifery education in northern Germany and the changes male surgeons and doctors brought to its practice through their teaching of female midwives.

The last section brings together articles addressing the broader social history of anatomy in the eighteenth century. In an excellent contribution on the corpse as anatomical object, Karin Stukenbrock looks at how different encounters with the anatomical object were experienced: in the theatre, by the audience of medical students and by the anatomists themselves, but also by governments and by the broader population. She uses a wide variety of intriguing German examples to illustrate her thesis that there was a big gap between the experience and interpretations of the people on one side and the arguments of anatomists and governments on the other.

The diversity of the contributions in this volume illustrates a wide variety of interests and interpretations of the theory and practice of eighteenth-century anatomy and offers a taste of the different types of research being undertaken by German historians in this field. It would certainly be stimulating to place this work within a broader, comparative European framework. The Meckel family maintained many European connections in the eighteenth and nineteenth century, travelling and meeting French and British colleagues for example, thereby contributing to the broadening and sharing of knowledge and interests. It is doubtful whether this can also be said of twenty-first-century historians of science and medicine. Although the symposium in Halle was organized with an international outlook in mind, the contributions to it remained limited to the German speaking world, and this is without question a missed opportunity.
